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A prayer for December . . . and for January
O God, we are evil,
Help us to see it and amend.
We are good, help us to be better.
Look down upon your servants
with a patient eye,
Even as You send sun and rain;
Look down, call upon the dry bones,
quicken, enliven,
Recreate in us the soul of service,
the spirit of peace;
Renew in us the sense of joy.
Amen we humbly pray.
(Adapted from prayer For Renewal of Joy
by R.L.Stevenson)
Page
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In this new year,
Blessed be you, friend or foe,
By God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth.
And blessed be God Most High,
Above all others,
Who delivers us from enemy and trial,
Today and tomorrow.
In Him we put our trust
Together.
Amen
(Adapted from Melchizedek’s blessing :
Genesis 14 vs 19+20)
Liberton
Liberton Kirk
KirkMagazine
Magazine No.643
No.643

Letter from the Minister
What’s the connection between the
Moodies and Strictly?
Somewhere in our attic there
are a couple of cardboard packing
boxes full of my old vinyl collection,
and somewhere in that collection
are seven albums by the Moody
Blues. The Moody Blues began their
collective life as a nineteen sixties
pop band, and ended up embodying
an idealistic expressions of nineteen
seventies optimism. The world they
sang about was one where peace,
love and freedom were truly possible. It was all (as the title of their
1970 Album declared) ‘A question
of balance’.
And there, of course, lies the
somewhat contrived connection
with Strictly come Dancing. As any
novice celebrity dancer being
whirled around in the endless spirals
of a Viennese Waltz will tell you, if
you spend too long spinning
around, you will eventually fall over.
We could apply the same principle to lots of things in life. People
talk about ‘getting the
work/life balance
right’. If you
spend all your
life working,
everything
else suffers – your relationships,
your sense of well-being, even your
health. The same can be said of our

spiritual lives. If we spend
all our time helping others, our own loved ones lose out.
If we spend all the time focussing
on our own needs, we lose our sense
of purpose and direction. If we
spend all our time talking to God,
we won’t actually be much use to
him.
Here at Liberton we are coming
to the end of our bicentennial year,
celebrating 200 years since the
laying of the foundation stone of
our current building. It has been a
wonderful year, with events and
visiting speakers and pilgrimages and
celebrations, but it has also been a
busy one.
Which is why we have decided to
make 2016 a time when we can slow
down a bit and remind ourselves of
the things that really matter. A time
when we can make sure that, as a
church, we’ve got our balance right.
We have the best example of
this in Jesus’ own life, who balanced
his time with God with his time with
his disciples, and his time serving
others. We, therefore, are planning
to spend the year with our focus in
these three directions in turn: In the
spring we will be looking upwards to
God, in the summer our gaze will be

Web Address www.libertonkirk.net Scottish Charity Number SC011602
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inwards towards the church, and in
the autumn it will be outwards into
the world.
In the meantime – here’s a
thought for Advent . . .

: When it comes to celebrating Christmas, how do I know
if my balance is all wrong?
: When I begin
to long for it all to
be over.
Much love

Youth Reports
A first report from Jessica Henderson
On Monday 2nd November, we ran a joint Young Life Club
with leaders from both Gorebridge and Edinburgh clubs,
and also were joined by guests from Young Life in Northern Ireland coming together to run a fun filled, exciting
evening of messy games, character skits, challenges,
and a chance to hear the message of the gospel shared
by a leader, our friend Bradley Laing at the end of the
evening.
This club was attended by young people who, on a weekly
basis, attend our Young Life, Wyldlife, and College Life clubs, which together
target the age range of 11-21 year olds in the Liberton, Gilmerton and
Gracemount area. Young Life creates a fun and safe place for teenagers and
young adults to come together on a weekly basis to be free to express themselves, to build relationships with their leader, and to have the opportunity to
hear the gospel for the first time.
I loved being a part of joint club, not only being attacked with raw eggs,
shaving cream and flour (as part of a game!) but engaging with the young
people, and watching them be excited and free to laugh with their leaders and
friends. I love being along-side them as they have the chance to grow in their
faith.

. . . and a last word from Andy

On the next page is a picture from the recent weekend camp that Delta
joined, along with young people from Gorebridge Parish Church, with whom we
partner in many of our clubs and camp projects Two things excite me about
this. There are a great number of teens having tremendous fun as they find
out about Jesus; AND there are several leaders here, who began as 12 year olds
in these groups and now help us to head them up. Longevity of relationship is
paying off. Changed lives are changing lives.
Longevity has been key to my ministry here at Liberton Kirk. The love and
support of the congregation and the inspirational leadership of John Young
have made serving God here a joy for me. You have accepted me, Nyree and
my little family with such warmth. Thank you.
And longevity is a key aim of our ministry to young people and their families.
It was a great honour this summer, for example, to have been part of the
Page
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wedding ceremonies of two brides who grew up through our
clubs and services. The fact that both these young adults are
now playing key roles within their home churches is testament to
the relationships that inspired them and nurtured them through
their childhoods here with us.
Though numbers in some children’s groups have been falling,
I am encouraged by the growth in our mission work with Messy
Church, Summer Buzz and midweek youth clubs. God is showing himself
to be real to new teens and new families. Let’s courageously reach out like
never before to be living examples of this rich, life-giving source in our
lives. Together, in God’s power, we will see any decline reversed, as lives
are transformed to the glory of God!
And now, although I leave my paid post at Liberton Kirk, I remain as a
member, to continue this longevity of mission to young people in our area.
I leave confident in the wonderful volunteers who pour themselves into the
lives of our young people. I leave confident in Jessica and Kenny, in their walk
with God and their skill and care with our youth. I leave, confident in the
matchless love and power of our Mighty God. Ultimately, all I do flows from
my relationship with Him.

Pram Praise

December 2015

Pram Praise will celebrate Christmas (quite early!) on
Tuesday 1st December at 3pm, and on Wednesday 9th
December at 11am.
The dates for January/June will be available on flyers at
the beginning of January. The dates in January are
Tuesday 19th at 3pm and Wednesday 27th at 11am.
Toddlers love Pram Praise – don’t miss it! Ruth Davies

January 2016
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We sing about the ‘Holly and the Ivy’
and prickly green leaves and red
berries are everywhere in Christmas
decorations.
In Scandinavian countries the holly is
even known as the ‘Christ-thorn’ and
it seems that the name of the holly
actually came from the word ‘holy’.
The holly reminds us of the death of
Jesus – the sharp prickles on the
leaves are like the crown on thorns
that Jesus was forced to wear on the
cross. The red berries remind us of
the drops of blood that came where
the thorns hurt his head.
Holly is an evergreen, which means
that it does not lose its leaves in the
autumn, but keeps them all year
round. And because its leaves are
always
green
it is a
symbol
of eternal life.

A quick way to make little presents for
all your class and friends.
You will need nice pencils, glue (spray
glue is best) and Christmas wrapping
paper with a small pattern on it.
Choose round pencils rather than the
hexagonal type.
Cut a strip of wrapping paper wide
enough to wrap around the pencil and
as long as the pencil. Put glue on the
back of the paper and wrap it around
the pencil. When the glue has dried;
trim away any excess
paper with small
scissors.

Best vicious of the
season.

Freeze a Jolly Good
Fellow!

Guild News
at 7:30pm Feed the Minds - Speaker TBC.
There will be a Sales Tables at this meeting as this is one of the
Guild Project meetings. Please bring donations.
1:45pm Christmas Party. Please note
the earlier start time.
7:30pm Christmas Party.
2:15pm Dessert Island Discs.
7:30pm Musical Evening, Burn's Flavour - Isabel Mieras
Everyone is welcome to come to any of our meetings so I hope to see you there.
The committee wishes everyone a Happy Christmas and a Good New Year.
Eleanor Grieve, Secretary 672 2478
Page
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This service will be held on Wednesday 9th December, at 7pm in
the church, and is especially for people who find the thought of
Christmas celebrations difficult without a loved one who has
died. Everyone is welcome. There will be a cup of tea or coffee afterwards for anyone who wishes to stay.
Join in singing some well-known hymns, listen to some lovely carols
sung by the choir, and hear again the Christmas story from creation
onwards in readings from the Bible. This traditional service is on
Wednesday 16th December at 7.30pm, and is followed as usual by
seasonal refreshments!
The second morning service on Sunday 20 th December, starting at
11am will be an all-age service and the young people of our church
family will be involved. We can all join in the celebration, which will be
led by our Children’s Worker, Rachel Willis.
Also on Sunday 20th December, at 7pm, we are in the Anderson Hall
for the “Big Carol Sing”. Informal, good fun, and mince pies and shortbread afterwards. Ask your friends and neighbours along!
This service, at 4 o’clock on Christmas Eve, is particularly suitable for
young children and families, but everyone is welcome. If you want to
make a Christingle,
(a reasonable size,
not a tiny one). Don’t be late – it’s very busy!
Later on Christmas Eve, we’ll sing carols together from 11.15pm and
the service will start at 11.30pm, leading up to the very first chance
to celebrate the day Jesus was born. At midnight, it’s Christmas Day!
Our Christmas Morning Service starts at 10.30am, and children are
invited to bring one of their new toys with them.
th

rd

There is one all-age service at 10.30am.
If you have any items of interest about members, or their friends,
that you would like to share, please pass details to the Editor, for inclusion in
the Congregational News section of the Magazine.
December 2015

January 2016
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Church Organ Music for December
May you have friends at your fire, blessings in your home, and joy in your heart.
Happy Holidays from the organ and me. Calum
6th December 2015, The Second Sunday of Advent
BEFORE Chauvet
Offertoire for Second Sunday in Advent
DURING Mawby
St. Thomas, The Advent of Our King
AFTER Mawby
Veni Emmanuel
Wed 9th December 2015, Memorial Service for the Bereaved
BEFORE Thalben-Ball Elegy
DURING Elgar
Nimrod
AFTER Hay
Geistliche Träume, Spiritual Thoughts
13th December 2015, The Third Sunday of Advent
BEFORE Chauvet
Offertoire for Third Sunday in Advent
DURING Hand
Dundee
AFTER Tambling
Postlude ‘Winchester New’ (9.30 a.m.)
Tambling
To God be the Glory (11 a.m.)
Wed 16th December 2015, Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
BEFORE Chauvet
Nativity of our Lord
DURING Shaw Müller, a Christmas Reflection, Away in a Manger
AFTER Daquin
Noël
20th December 2015, The Fourth Sunday of advent
BEFORE Chauvet
Offertoire for the Fourth Sunday in Advent
DURING Bennett
Prelude on ‘Es ist ein Ros’, A Rose has Sprung Up
AFTER Göttsche
Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht, Silent Night, Holy Night
Thur 24th December, Watchnight Service
BEFORE Phillips
Prelude on ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’
AFTER TRADITIONAL We Wish You a Merry Christmas
Blackwell
Adeste Fideles: Fantasia
Wed 25th December, Christmas Day
BEFORE Grote
Intrada on ‘The First Nowell’
AFTER Behnke
Go Tell it on the Mountain
27th December 2015, The First Sunday of Christmas
BEFORE Chauvet
The First Sunday after Christmas
DURING Phillips
Meditation on ‘Carol’ It came upon the Midnight Clear
AFTER Biery
Cantilena on ‘Mendelssohn’ Hark! the Herald Angels

. . . and for January 2016
3rd January 2016, The Second Sunday of Christmas, The Epiphany of our Lord
BEFORE Chauvet
The Epiphany of our Lord, Give thanks to God for everything
DURING Bednall
Meditation on ‘Wie schön leuchtet’
How brightly shines the Morning Star
AFTER Schelat
Gigue on ‘Stuttgart’, Come, Thou long-expected Jesus
Page
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10th January 2016 The First Sunday of Epiphany
BEFORE Purvis
What Child is This?
DURING TAIZE
Tu sei sorgente viva
Lord, you are living water
AFTER Blackwell
Trio on ‘Carlisle’
Stand up and bless the Lord; all people
now rejoice
17th January 2016, The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Prelude on ‘Epiphany’
BEFORE Bullard
Lord, we have come at your own invitation
DURING J.C. Bach
Wie schön leucht uns der Morgenstern
How brightly shines the Morning Star
AFTER Dubois
Fanfare in B Flat
24th January 2016, The Third Sunday of Epiphany
BEFORE Parry
Elegy
DURING J.S. Bach
Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier
Lord Jesus, we are here
AFTER Couperin
Dialogue, No. V
31st January 2016, The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
BEFORE Vann
Blaenwern
Love Divine, all Loves Excelling
DURING Thalben-Ball Ewing, Jerusalem the Golden
AFTER Hutchings
Processional

AN INVITATION to join a small team who, together
with our Treasurer, will share the responsibilities of
administering the finances of Liberton Kirk.
While this is not a salaried position, we believe that
there may be members of our church with accounting
or bookkeeping skills who may like to offer some of
their time and knowledge to help the church. Perhaps
recently, ’retired’?
Although this project is at an early stage, it would be
helpful to hear from anyone interested in learning
more. Please contact either Judy Weston (664 5684)
or Grant Cook (664 1581).

The
December 2015

is now also open on Thursdays
from 9am until 2pm see page 34
January 2016
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December
Diary
st
Tuesday 1

Wednesday 2nd
Thursday 3rd
Saturday 5th

7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
9.30am-2.00pm; 5.30pm-8.30pm – Kirkgate Café
2.00pm – Service at Braeside House
3.00pm – Pram Praise for Christmas in the Small Hall
9.30am-2.00pm; 6.00pm-9.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.00-8.00pm – Minister available @ Kirkgate Café
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30pm – Origin Concert in the Kirk
(with Crèche and BBC)
Theme: A voice calling in the desert (Luke 3.1-6)
Preacher: Ruth Davies
10.20am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room (All welcome)

th

2.30pm Service at Ellen’s Glen House (SEECAT)
Theme: Why do Jesus death and resurrection matter?
Speaker: Nikki Kirkland
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
9.30am-2.00pm; 5.30pm-8.30pm – Kirkgate Café
9.30am-2.00pm; 6.00pm-9.00pm – Kirkgate Café
11,00am – Pram Praise for Christmas in the Small Hall
7.00-8.00pm – Minister available @Kirkgate Café
7.00pm – Annual Memorial Service in the church
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
2,00pm – Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party (Anderson Hall)

Monday 7th
Tuesday 8th
Wednesday 9th

Thursday 10th
th

(with Crèche, Sunday Club, CC & BBC)
Preacher: Ray Bain
10.20am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room (All welcome)

Monday 14th
Tuesday 15th
Wednesday 16th

Page
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Theme: The Dance of God!
Speaker: John Young
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.00pm – Annual Peace Light service in the Anderson Hall
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
11am – Pram Praise in the Small Hall
1.45pm – Guild Christmas Party in the Small Hall
2.30pm – Service at Braid Hills Nursing Home
Liberton Kirk Magazine No.643

Thursday 17th
Saturday 19th

7.30pm – Service of Lessons and Carols in the church
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
6.30-7.30pm – Carol Singing at Cameron Toll (SEECAT)
12noon-1.00pm – Carol Singing at Morrisons (SEECAT)

th

Theme: Mary and Elizabeth (Luke 1.39-55)
Preacher: John Young
(with Crèche in Vestry)
10.20am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room
2.30pm – Carol Service @ Liberton Hospital (with SEECAT)
Monday 21st
Tuesday 22nd
Wednesday 23rd

9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30pm – Guild Christmas Party
7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
3.00pm – Carol Service at Guthrie House
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café

th

9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
(bring an orange)
th

th

Tuesday 29th

@
(with Crèche)
Theme: The boy Jesus (Luke 2.41-52)
Preacher: Ruth Davies
10.00am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room
12.30pm Lunchtime Concert in the Kirk with Philomusica
followed by mulled wine and mince pies

January 2016
rd

Monday 4th
Tuesday 5th

Wednesday 6th
December 2015

@
(with Crèche)
Theme: Back to basics
Preacher: John Young
10.00am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room
2.30pm Service at Ellen’s Glen House (SEECAT)
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
2.00pm – Service at Braeside House
9.30am-2.00pm; 5.30pm-8.30pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30pm – Kirkgate Trust meeting @ LKC
9.30am-2.00pm; 6.00pm-9.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.00-8.00pm – Minister available @ Kirkgate Café
January 2016
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Thursday 7th

8.00pm – Gathering for Praise in the church
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café

th

(with Crèche & BBC)
Theme: I am a child of God
Preacher: Dougie Robertson
10.20am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room (All welcome)

Monday 11th
Tuesday 12th
Wednesday 13th
Thursday 14th
th

Theme: Encounter with God
Speaker: Nikki Kirkland
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30pm – Kirk Session meets in the Kirk
7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
9.30am-2.00pm; 5.30pm-8.30pm – Kirkgate Café
9.30am-2.00pm; 6.00pm-9.00pm – Kirkgate Café
2.30pm – Service at Braid Hills Nursing Home
7.00-8.00pm – Minister available @ Kirkgate Café
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.00pm – Alpha Course begins in the Wilson Hall
Theme: the Call to Holiness
Speaker: Malcolm Jefferson
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY (WPCU)

th

(with Crèche, Sunday Club, CC & BBC)
Theme: The Fruit of the Spirit - Patience
Preacher: Ruth Davies
10.20am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room (All welcome)
Theme: Encounter with God
Preacher: John Young
Monday 18th
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
2.00pm – Short WPCU service at St Barnabas Church
7.30pm – House Group Huddle
Tuesday 19th
7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
9.30am-2.00pm & 5.30-8.30pm– Kirkgate Café
2.30pm – Service at Braid Hills Care Home
3.00pm – Pram Praise in the Small Hall
7.00pm – Short WPCU service at Liberton Northfield
Wednesday 20th 9.30am-2.00pm; 6.00pm-9.00pm – Kirkgate Café
2.00pm – Short WPCU service at KLM (venue to be
announced)
8.00pm – Gathering for Praise in the Kirk
Thursday 21st
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
Page
12
Liberton Kirk Magazine No.643

2.00pm – WPCU closing service at St Catherines
7.00pm – Alpha Course in the Wilson Hall
th

(with Crèche, Sunday Club, CC & BBC)
Theme: The fruit of the Spirit - Love
Preacher: John Young
10.20am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room (All
welcome)
2.30pm – Service at Liberton Hospital (SEECAT)

Monday 25th
Tuesday 26th

Wednesday 27th
Thursday 28th
Saturday 30th

Theme: Encounter with God
Preacher: David Hill
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
9.30am-2.00pm; 5.30pm-8.30pm – Kirkgate Café
2.00pm – History Resource Group meets in the Kirk Centre
3.00pm – Service at Guthrie House
9.30am-2.00pm; 6.00pm-9.00pm – Kirkgate Café
11am – Pram Praise in the Small Hall
7.00-8.00pm – Minister available @ Kirkgate Café
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
2.00pm – Senior Citizen’s Club Burns Dinner
7.00pm – Alpha Course in the Wilson Hall
4pm-6pm – Messy Church in LKC

st

(with Crèche, Sunday Club, CC & BBC)
Theme: The Fruit of the Spirit - Joy
Preacher: John Young
10.20am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room (All welcome)
2.30pm Service at Ellen’s Glen House (SEECAT)
Theme: Encounter with God
Preacher: Dougie Robertson

February
2016
st
Monday 1
Tuesday 2nd

Wednesday 3rd
Thursday 4th

9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.30am-7.30pm – Prayer space available in the Upper Room
9.30am-2.00pm; 5.30pm-8.30pm – Kirkgate Café
2.00pm – Service at Braeside House
7.30pm – Worship Group meets in the Wilson hall
9.30am-2.00pm; 6.00pm-9.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.00-8.00pm – Minister available @ Kirkgate Café
8.00pm – Gathering for Praise in the church
9.30am-2.00pm – Kirkgate Café
7.00pm – Alpha Course in the Wilson Hall

th

December 2015

January 2016

(with Crèche & BBC)
Page
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Sunday 7th

Theme: The Fruit of the Spirit – Self-control
Preacher: John Young
10.20am – Prayer Time in the Elders Room (All welcome)
2.30pm Service at Ellen’s Glen House (SEECAT)
Theme: Encounter with God

Kick off Christmas Quiz Night

Building on the success of summer camps at Monzievaird this year, there will be
a Christmas quiz night fundraiser on Friday the 4th of December, raising funds
to take local teens to both Young Life and Wyldlife camps next summer. The
money raised will go straight to the kids that volunteer. It will cost £10 to enter
a team of around 6 members into the quiz, which will have a variety of rounds;
and also prizes to be won! The doors open at 7pm, and the quiz will finish
around 9pm. Refreshments and other Christmasy snacks and drinks will be
available too ! Thanks, Bradley Laing

Philomusica of Edinburgh
After a very successful lunchtime concert last December, we are delighted to
welcome back Philomusica of Edinburgh (and possible guests). Their theme this
year will be ‘Those Radio Times’ with classic themes from the wireless 1940s /
50s. Seasonal refreshments will be served from 12-30 and the concert will begin at 1.00pm. World Mission Team.

Church Welcome Desk Rota
6th December
13th December
20th December
27th December
11am service
3rd January
10th January
17th January
24th January
31st January
11am service
7th February
14th February
21st February
28th February
11am service
Page
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Crossword

Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)
‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent to live
in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)
What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis
8:11) (4)
Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)
Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah
52:11) (8)
‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)
Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)
National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)
Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)
Able dock (anag.) (8)
The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel
17:40) (4)
Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)
Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)
Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)
‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)
A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)
One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to
Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)
Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John
20:27) (3,2)
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)
‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)
Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4)
Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)
(9)
Comes between 2 Chronicles
and Nehemiah (4)
One of Israel’s northern
towns conquered by BenHadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)
Narnia’s Lion (5)
One of the two rivers in
which Naaman would have
preferred to wash (2 Kings
5:12) (5)
Avarice—one of the evils that
come from inside people
(Mark 7:22) (5)
Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)
Jacob’s first wife (Genesis
29:23) (4)
Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally published in Three Down, Nine
Across, by John Capon (£6.99 BRF).
Answer in November magazine

December 2015

January 2016
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Upper Room to LastingFruit.co.uk
Have you been yet? Even for a nosey visit?
Each Tuesday, the Wilson Hall becomes the Upper room, a place with space to
sit and pray and have time-out with God. There is nothing magical or mystical
about the cushions, music or even the comfortable sofa. You can come or go as
you wish. You can join others for the Daily Offices or not. You can write in the
journals, or not.
For the past few months I have gone and sat for an hour or so in the mornings
- no distractions . . no phone calls . . no cat jumping on my lap!
One Tuesday, a member of my house group was also there and we got talking
about some verses in John 15. Afterwards, I sat and read again and was
amazed that Jesus called me his friend! I wept with joy and relief.
That conversation has changed me and has resulted in a website!
www.lastingfruit.co.uk was born in October, and other questions in my life have
found an answer as a result.
The Upper Room may not result in a website for you! However, I would really
encourage you to take a visit there one Tuesday, spend some time with God,
listening, speaking, and be prepared for Him to make a difference in your life
and in the life and work of our church.
If you have a few moments now, can I invite you to read 2 Chronicles 7 verses
14-16 and John 15 . . . and put the Upper Room in your diary?
Thank you! Alastair Cameron

Together Again . . . . for our Future
The response to being asked to be Together Again leading up to and
including the Together Again Weekend at the beginning of November,
has been very positive. Yes, there are members who are still considering
their response and this is understandable. While Eric Brown, our Free Will
Offering Convenor, has already received many Giving Forms and donations
to help reduce this year's deficit, there is absolutely no deadline for a
personal review of giving. We would delighted to receive forms at any
time.
We will give a further report in the February Magazine. Meantime, we
wish to thank all who have considered and reviewed their giving so far.
Thank you also, for the single donations received.
Grant Cook
Convenor of Finance
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Reflection on the day
Prayer

As we move from 2015 to 2016 you are encouraged to take time each day
and use the devotional guide overleaf – when we travel through
John’s Gospel for this month.
Let us feed on God’s Word in the morning, at midday and in the evening.
. . . Pray with Him continually through your day.
. . . Share with others the treasures or hurdles you discover.
So let us daily commit together to pilgrimage with our God.
The Church website and Facebook page provide a fuller daily devotional.
However it follows the pattern below which the information overleaf fits into,
based on the Kirk’s origins of the Celtic and
Northumbrian traditions.

Reading and Meditation on the theme
Prayer of response to the Word
Prayer – mostly for others
Verse(s) from the morning reading
Reflection on the day
Prayer
Please use this pattern if you are unable to access the internet Or contact Alastair Cameron who can print the daily pattern for you.
December
2015 January
2016
Celtic
Devotions
December2015
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Liberton Kirk Celtic Devotions for December
Tue 1st

Wed 2nd

Thur 3rd

Fri 4th

Sat 5th

Sun 6th

Mon 7th

Tue 8th

Wed 9th

Thu 10th

Fri 11th

Morning – John 1 vs1-18 – consider Jesus, Son of God, the Word –
pray to know Him more and more
Midday – pray a blessing on those who will use the Upper Room today
Evening – John 1 v16 – reflect on these words and pray in response
Morning – John 1 vs29-34 – consider what happened to John the Baptist
here– pray to see Jesus today in others!
Midday – pray God’s blessing on all those who work near to our churches
Evening – John 1 v29 – reflect and pray to Him in confession, with thanks
giving
Morning – John 1 vs35-51 – consider what happened to these men here
– pray to follow Jesus through this day
Midday – make the Lord’s Prayer your own midday prayer
Evening – John 1 v43– reflect on our steps with Jesus today – and pray
Morning – John 2 vs1-11 – imagine the scene!! – then take time to pray for
a miracle, something that will bring glory and honour to Jesus
Midday – pray God’s blessing on Mike Taylor at Northfield CofS
Evening – John 2 v5 – reflect on what Jesus asked you to do today
and pray in response
Morning – John 3 vs1-21 – consider Jesus’ words here – how do you respond
to v3, v5, v12, v16, v21 ? pray in response, honestly, to this Jesus
Midday – pray for God’s blessing on all who meet tomorrow in our
churches
Evening – John 3 v16– take time and reflect that God loves you
- then praise Him
Morning – John 4 vs1-26 – consider what Jesus offers here– pray to receive,
then pray for someone you know with a heavy burden at this time
Midday – pray a blessing of God’s Advent grace on the churches in SE
Edinburgh
Evening – John 4 vs13-15 reflect on these words at the end of the day and pray
Morning – John 4 vs27-42 – consider all that happened here
– pray for someone you know to believe in this Jesus
Midday – pray for someone you know awaiting medical treatment
Evening – John 4 v42 – reflect on what you believe and then pray
Morning – John 5 vs1-15 – take time and consider how Jesus changed this
man’s life – then pray in response .. to believe, to worship, to ask
Midday – take time to listen for God to speak with you at this time of day
Evening – John 5 v8-9 – reflect on this man’s new life and pray in response
Morning – John 6 vs16-24 – consider why the disciples were afraid here
and all that happened because of Jesus - then pray to Him in response
Midday – pray a blessing on the residents and staff at Liberton Hospital
Evening – John 6 v20 – reflect on these words – then pray to the LORD
Morning – John 6 vs25-59– consider Jesus, the Bread of Life–
pray to feed on Him in your soul
Midday – pray for those using the Café today at LK
Evening – John 6 v35 – reflect on where your soul has fed today – then pray
Morning – John 6 vs60-71– consider v 66…v 67….v 68 - pray in response to
be faithful in believing
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In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1 v 1
As we move from 2015 to 2016 you are encouraged to take time each day
and use the devotional guide overleaf – when we travel through the book of
GENESIS for this month.
It is one way to feed on God’s Word in the morning, at midday and in the
evening….. to Pray with Him continually through your day…
and even to share with others the treasures or hurdles you discover.
Let us commit together to journey with our God through this year.
The Church website and Facebook page (even on a handy mobile) provide
a fuller daily devotional.
However it follows the pattern below, into which the information
overleaf fits, and is based on the Kirk’s origins of the Celtic and
Northumbrian traditions.
Reading and Meditation on the theme
Prayer of response to the Word
Prayer – mostly for others
Verse(s) from the morning reading
Reflection on the day
Prayer
Please use this pattern if you are unable to access the internet Or contact Alastair Cameron who can print the daily pattern for you.
December 2015

January 2016
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Liberton Kirk Celtic Devotions for January
Morning – Genesis 1 vs 1+2 – take time and consider this truth –pray to this God
Midday – pray for all in leadership roles at LK and in our churches as 2016
begins . . .
Evening – Genesis 1 v1 – reflect on these words and pray in response to
Eternal God
Sat 2nd Morning – Genesis 1vs26- 2v3 – consider these words about our creation
– pray with thanksgiving and trust to the LORD our Creator
Midday – pray for God’s blessing on all who meet tomorrow in our
churches
Evening – Genesis 1 vs29+30– reflect on all food eaten today - pray in
response
Sun 3rd Morning – Genesis 3 – consider what went wrong– pray to understand
and then pray not to blame others through the day
Midday – pray a blessing of God’s grace on all churches in SE Edinburgh
Evening – Genesis 3vs8-13– reflect on these words and pray not to hide
from God
Mon 4th Morning – Genesis 4 – consider this family torn apart by murder
– pray for families you know – and for murderers in our prisons
Midday – pray God’s blessing on parents and families in our churches
Evening – Genesis 4 vs1-5– reflect on these words- then pray aright to our God
Tue 5th Morning – Genesis 6vs5-22; 7vs17-24; 8vs13-22 – consider all that happened
here, how God felt, and acted – and our world today – pray in response
Midday – take time to listen for God to speak with you – ask, seek, knock – hear!
Evening – Genesis 6 vs5-8 – reflect on these verses – and pray in response
Wed 6th Morning – Genesis 9 vs1-17 – consider these words of promise from God
- then pray to Him in response
Midday – pray God’s blessing on the residents and staff at Liberton Hospital
Evening – Genesis 9v17 – reflect on what God has promised you – pray to Him
Thur 7th Morning – Genesis 11 vs1-9 – consider what God did here – and why?
then pray to please Him, even today
Midday – pray for someone you know at a crossroads in their life
Evening – Genesis11 vs8+9 – reflect on your day - then pray in response & worship
Fri 8th
Morning – Genesis 12– consider God’s call to Abram here – what does it
mean for you today in your life? pray in response to the same God
Midday – pray for the work of Edinburgh City Mission, reaching out to others
Evening – Genesis 12 v4 – reflect on Abram’s obedience…… and pray
Sat 9th Morning – Genesis 13 – consider what happened here – pray in response
- and seek to resolve any family dispute
Midday – make the Lord’s Prayer your prayer at this time of the day
Evening – Genesis 13 vs8+9 – reflect on these words and pray in response
Sun 10th Morning – Genesis 17– consider God’s words of covenant promise to
Abram - then pray in response to this faithful God of promise
Midday – pray God’s blessing on Canning Methodist Church, in Malaysia
Evening – Genesis 17 vs1-9 – reflect on these words again and pray in response
Mon 11th Morning – Genesis 18vs17-33 +19v29 – consider all that happens here – take time
to pray to God in worship, in trust and for others at the start of your day
Midday – pray with thanksgiving for your faith in God – thru the ups and downs ns
Fri 1st
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Liberton Kirk Celtic Devotions for January
Evening – Genesis 19 v29 – reflect on these words and then pray for
someone else!
Tue 12th Morning – Genesis 22 vs1-19– take time and consider all that these
verses say to you – pray in response to this God, letting go of
anything He says stands between you and Him – ask, listen,
trust …. let go
Midday – pray for those using the Upper Room today, time and space with God
Evening – Genesis 22 vs9-14 – reflect on these verses at the end of
your day – pray in response to the LORD our God, Abraham’s
God, Isaac’s God
Wed 13th Morning – Genesis 23 – consider these verses – then pray for someone
you know grieving and sorrowing the death of another
Midday – pray a blessing on someone who has hurt you
Evening – Genesis 23 – reflect on these words again and pray for others in need
Thur 14th Morning – Genesis 24 – consider this romance of old - pray to trust this
God more and more in making friends and relationships
Midday – pray God’s blessing on someone outside of church family you know
Evening – Genesis 24 v40– reflect and pray to walk closer with God
Fri 15th
Morning – Genesis 25 vs19-34 – consider Jacob and Esau’s start in life
– and then pray in response regarding your life thus far
Midday – pray for Edinburgh to experience God’s saving grace
Evening – Genesis 25vs27-28– reflect on these verses, your family and
God’s love – and then pray in response
Sat 16th Morning – Genesis 27 vs1-45 – consider how these verses speak to you
then pray in response, asking God to show any cheating in your life
Midday – pray the Prayer for the Month as your midday prayer
Evening – Genesis 27 vs30-40– reflect and pray to God our Father at end of
day
Sun 17th Morning – Genesis 28 vs10-22 – consider what happened to Jacob here –
and pray in response to the God of verses 16 and 17
Midday – pray for a longing to know God, the Living God, more, and more
Evening – Genesis 28 vs16-17 – reflect on these words again – and pray to God
Mon 18th Morning – Genesis 32 – consider all that happens to Jacob here
– pray to know his God – even face-to-face
Midday – pray for the work of Open Doors, serving persecuted Christians
Evening – Genesis 32 v26 – reflect …. pray to be blessed by this God
Tue 19th Morning – Genesis 37 vs1-11 – take time and consider the young Joseph
– and then pray humbly in response
Midday – pray for the work of Self Help Africa, helping a needy continent
Evening – Genesis 37vs3-4 – reflect on these words and pray in
response
Wed 20th Morning – Genesis 37 vs12-36 – consider how Joseph’s life changes –
and then pray to God, acknowledging His hand at work in our lives
Midday - praise your prayerful song to our God through the day!
Evening – Genesis 37 vs21+22 – reflect and pray for more Reubens in our world !
Thur 21st Morning – Genesis 39 – consider how things went from bad to worse
for the young Joseph – pray in response to the God who has
December 2015

January 2016
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Liberton Kirk Daily Devotions for January
Fri 22nd

Sat 23rd

Sun 24th

Mon 25th

Tue 26th

Wed 27th
Thu 28th

Fri 29th

Sat 30th

Sun 31st

the masterplan
Midday – pray for the residents and staff at Braid Hills Nursing Home
Evening – Genesis 39 vs21-23 – reflect on these words - and pray in response
Morning – Genesis 40– consider what happens here – and pray in
response for anyone we have forgotten to help
Midday – pray for peace among the nations of our world
Evening – Genesis 40 v23 – reflect again on this verse and pray for someone else.
Morning – Genesis 41 vs1-40– consider how God used Joseph –
then pray for God to make you useful in your own life to others
Midday – pray for the Church to know a Sunday blessing tomorrow!
Evening – Genesis 41 vs37-40– reflect on Joseph’s life and pray in response
Morning – Genesis 41 vs 41-57 – consider God’s wisdom given to Joseph
then pray in response
Midday – pray for the work among all the children and young people at LK
Evening – Genesis 41 vs50-52 – reflect on these words – and pray to this God
Morning – Genesis 42 – consider all that happens here – what does it say to you
about family life, judgment, hope and forgiveness?– pray in response
Midday – pray God’s blessing on the Guild at LK and in our churches
Evening – Genesis 42vs1-24 – reflect on God’s hand on your family life, and pray
Morning – Genesis 43– consider all that happens here to this family –
and then pray in response
Midday – pray for the Brownies and BB’s attached to our churches
Evening – Genesis 43 vs29+30 – reflect on these verses at the end of your
day – pray in response to the LORD our Father God
Morning – Genesis 44 – consider what Joseph does here – then pray
Midday – pray a blessing on the Cubs, Scouts, Beavers and Guides in our churches
Evening – Genesis 44 v18 – reflect on any anger shown today and pray in response
Morning – Genesis 45 – consider the family reunion here!!
pray in response to God for your family….
Midday – pray for the Senior Citizens clubs who meet in our city
Evening – Genesis 45 vs8-13– reflect….. and pray to this God!
Morning – Genesis 46 vs1-7, 26- ch.47v12 – consider how God brought this
family back together - then pray to this God who made it happen
Midday – pray for Edinburgh to experience God’s saving grace
Evening – Genesis 47 vs2-4– reflect on these brothers meeting Pharaoh after all
they had done - God’s undeserving mercy and great provisions – then
pray in response
Morning – Genesis 48 – consider how these verses speak to you and then
pray in response, seeking God’s true blessing in your life afresh
Midday – take time to listen for God to speak with you at this time of the day
Evening – Genesis 48 vs15+16– reflect….pray to God at the end of the day
Morning – Genesis 50 vs15-26 – consider Joseph’s words here - esp. v 20 –
and pray to his God, our God, in response
Midday – pray the Prayer for the Month
Evening – Genesis 50 v20 – reflect on this God as Genesis closes, how He led
men and women of faith of old, how they trusted Him with their
lives and the lives of others – and then pray to Him to trust Him more
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Liberton Kirk Celtic Devotions for December
Midday – pray for those at a crossroads in their lives at this time of year
Evening – John 6 v69 – reflect…… and pray, with confession, to believe
Sat 12th Morning – John 7 vs37-52 – consider how people responded to Jesus
here– pray in response – to believe through all the questions
Midday – make the Lord’s Prayer your prayer at this time of day
Evening – John 7 vs50-51 – reflect on Nicodemus here and pray in response
Sun 13th Morning – John 8 vs1-11– consider all that happened here - then pray in
response…for forgiveness and not to point at others who sin
Midday – pray an Advent blessing on who was preaching today
Evening – John 8 v11 – reflect on Jesus’ amazing grace and pray to Him
Mon 14th Morning – John 9 vs1-12 – consider all that happened here – take time to
pray to this Jesus in worship, thanks and for a particular need
Midday – pray the Prayer of a Kirk Member for this month
Evening – John 9 v3 – reflect on these words and pray in response
Tue 15th Morning – John 9 vs13-41– take time and consider all said here
– pray in response to this God, not to be spiritually blind
Midday – pray for those using the café and Upper Room today, use the
Prayer for the Month as your prayer for all who spend time there
Evening – John 9 vs35-41 – reflect on these verses at the end of your
day – pray in response to this Jesus
Wed 16th Morning –John 10 vs1-21 – consider Jesus – is He your Good
Shepherd? then pray to Him, for protection and good pasture
even this day
Midday – pray a blessing on someone who has hurt you
Evening – John 10 v11 and v14 – reflect on how Jesus has been with
you this day and pray in response
Thu17th Morning – John 11 vs1-44 – consider all that happened here – to Mary,
Martha, the disciples…and Lazarus!! - pray to trust this Jesus more!
Midday – pray for someone you know in a place of grief and sorrow
Evening – John 11 vs21-22 35, 41-42 – reflect on these verses and pray
Fri 18th Morning – John 12 vs1-19– consider Mary’s action… but Judas’ words
– and then pray to be more like her
Midday – pray for those in need of food, shelter, clothing in our city
Evening – John 12 vs 7-8– reflect on what these verses say to you –
and then pray in response
Sat 19th Morning – John 13 vs1-17 – consider what happens here – then pray,
asking God to show you someone you can help even today
Midday – take time and ask God if there is someone you could bring to
church with you tomorrow – Living Stones challenge!!
Evening – John 13 vs12-17– reflect on Jesus’ words and pray to Him
Sun 20th Morning – John 13 vs18-38 – consider here Peter, Judas, and what Jesus
knew – and then pray to Him in response
Midday – pray for an Advent blessing on our city!
Evening – John 13 v33 – reflect on what Jesus said here – and pray to Him
Mon 21st Morning – John 14 vs1-14 – consider what Thomas asked, Philip said and
what Jesus promised – who do you relate to more? – pray in
response to believe in Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life
December 2015

January 2016
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Midday – pray for all those who serve us in leadership at LK
Evening – John 14 v6 – reflect on these words again – and pray to Him
Tue 22nd Morning – John 14 vs15-31 – take time and consider Jesus’ gift, the Holy Spirit –
and pray in response to receive – even at this time of the year!
Midday – pray the Prayer for the Month as your midday prayer
Evening – John 14 vs25-27 – reflect on these words and pray in
response
Wed 23rd Morning – John 15 vs1-17 – consider Jesus’ words here – are we
producing lasting fruit as His friends? – and then pray to Him in
response
Midday – pray for those dreading Christmas Day in our city
Evening – John 15 v15 – ‘What a Friend we have in Jesus’ - pray to Him
Thu 24th Morning – John 15v18 – 16v4– consider what Jesus teaches here
– and pray in response, in our world, on Christmas Eve
Midday – pray for the residents and staff at Braid Hills Nursing Home
Evening – John 15 vs18-19 – reflect on these words again - and pray in
response, giving thanks for those around the world, and
in Liberton, who share the Gospel
Fri 25th
Morning – John 16 vs5-16– Give thanks on Christmas Day for God’s gifts
– His Son, Jesus and the Holy Spirit
Midday – pray for peace among the nations of our world
Evening – John 16 vs 13-15 – reflect and pray to receive….even today!
Sat 26th Morning – John 17 vs1-5 – consider how God is glorified through Jesus!
– then Praise God in prayer – or song!
Midday – pray for the Church to know a Sunday blessing tomorrow!
Evening – John 17 vs1-5– reflect and pray in response at the end of your day
Sun 27th Morning – John 6-19 – consider Jesus’ prayer for His disciples
– then pray to Him
Midday – pray the prayer of the Kirk member this month
Evening – John 17 v13 – reflect on these words again – and pray with joy!
Mon 28th Morning – John 17 vs20-26 – consider Jesus’ prayer here for all believers –
then pray to be a part of it all anew
Midday – pray for those who struggling in their faith in God
Evening – John 17 v20 – reflect… and pray for another believer
Tue 29th Morning – John 19 – take time and consider Jesus, the Suffering
Saviour… for our sakes – and pray humbly in response
Midday – pray God’s blessing on John and Lindsay
Evening – John 19 vs 36-37 – reflect on these words and pray in response
Wed 30th Morning – John 20 – consider all that happened to Peter, John, Mary,
Thomas . . and the other disciples here – and then pray in
joyful response!
Midday – take time and listen for what God is saying to you
Evening – John 20 v8 – reflect on our God and pray to Him!
Thu 31st Morning – John 21 – consider Jesus’ questions to Peter – how do we respond to
them? Pray in response, confessing failed love in 2015 but seeking a
truer love for Jesus in 2016
Midday – pray the Prayer for the Month…at the end of this year
Evening – John 21 vs24-25 – reflect on these words again - and pray in
response, Giving thanks for John’s Gospel and above all for
Jesus!
Page
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A Prayer from a Liberton Kirk member
"Dear God, our Loving Heavenly Father,
Sometimes I forget, then look up at the beautiful hills, and
remember to say 'Thank You God'.
Then I forget again, and walk and smell the amazing plants, and
say 'Thank You God'.
Then I hear spine-tingling music. 'Thank You God'.
I taste life-giving food. 'Thank You God'.
Thank You God for this faith. I can touch it. Amen. “

Revelation 11 v 15

John 20 vs 30-31

�� Cyprus, Eastern Europe, Greece, Iceland, Malta, Turkey 3rd November
�� Western Europe
17th November

Africa, Middle East
Asia, Cyprus, Far East, Japan, Eastern Europe
(ex. Poland, Czech Republic and Slovakia
Caribbean, Central South America
Greece, Australia, New Zealand
Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland
Canada, USA, Finland, Sweden
Austria, Iceland, Ireland, Portugal, Spain
France
Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway,
Slovakia
�� Airmail to Static British Forces Post Offices

18th December
11th December

�� UK Second Class & Signed For
�� UK First Class & Signed For
�� UK Special Delivery

19th December
21st December
23rd December

��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��

December 2015

January 2016

4th December
7th December
8th December
10th December
14th December
15th December
16th December
17th December

Page

25

Crèche duty rota
6th December
13th December
20th December
27th December
3rd January
10th January
17th January
24th January
31st January

Vicky McCallum
Anne Shepherd
Nativity Family service - toys in vestry
Family service - toys in vestry
Family service - toys in vestry
Vicky McCallum
Alison Sutherland
Julie Wilson-Martin
Anne Shepherd
Anne Shepherd 664 4756

Church Flowers rota

6th December Margaret Burns, 13 Yewlands Crescent
13th December Mrs Helen Whyman, 37 Gracemount Ave.
& Mrs Dorothy Parr, 41 Buckstone Hill
in memory of Grandma G and James Whyman
20th December Mrs Ann Morgan and family,15 Southhouse Road
in memory of Margaret Barrow.
27th December flower group
I would be grateful if the Flower Conveners
could meet on at 10am on
Kirk Christmas decoration. Jean

3rd January
10th January
17th January

for

vacant
vacant
Mrs Caroline Barlee, 21 Swanston Grove
in memory of David C B Maitland
Mrs Judy Weston, 28 Longformacus Road
in memory of Elsie Weston
vacant
Jean Gray 258 2081 Convener

24th January
31st January

Congregation News
I am delighted to welcome
, 8/14 Lasswade Road. I hope that
Sheila, who has come to us from Fort William, will enjoy her membership at
Liberton Kirk.
I have to record the death of
, Ravenscroft Crescent (on 26th
October), and send by sympathies to all her relations and friends.
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Fresh Start

I would like to say Thank You for all donations. Please take time to pick
up a copy of Fresh Start’s Annual Review and information leaflet.
They are placed on top of the cupboards on the east and west sides
of the church. Over 11,000 starter packs were distributed to clients
over the past year. So you can see there is still a great demand for
all household items.
The request this month is for Curtains, mugs, tumbler glasses, plates -side &
dinner.
There is still a shortage of volunteers for the Hit Squad and the allotments. If
you have a few hours to spare, help in these areas would be very much appreciated. Also anyone interested in joining the church group of volunteers please
contact me on 664 3189. We work at the Ferry Road Drive warehouse on the
2nd Wednesday morning of every month,
making up bedding packs for clients. We have a
team of seven, and only two or three people are
required to go once a month.
Sylvia Bennett

Elder’s Sunday Duties
Door
Duties
9-30am service
Tom Baxendale Sandy Hutchinson Rosie Carmichael
east
east area
west area
Stuart Fleming
Sally Cuthbert
Eric Brown
west
north
plate
Fiona Knight
Alasdair White
Christina Young
11-00am service
extreme west Netta Rough
Sylvia Bennett
Mary Davidson
west
east
extreme east Jill Niven
Helen Sutherland Helen Colley
north
centre west Christine Johnson Jacqui Tait
Brenda Lamb
Chris Brandie
John Gill
front gate centre east Derek Jardine
Netta Rough
Rink van Dijke
Gallery west gallery west Rink van Dijke
and west plate
Bill Robb
David Colley
Gallery east gallery east Alan Lonnie
banker
east plate
Alan Carmichael Stewart Heney
David Lamb
Any elder unable to attend must arrange a substitute. Alison Walker 664 3631

Watchnight Service

Christmas Day Morning

East door

East door

West door
North door
December 2015

Alasdair White
Christina Young
Chris Brandie
Eric Brown
Chris Boyle
Betty Boyle
January 2016

West door
North door
Banker

Rink van Dijke
Sheila McBryde
Jill Niven
Sylvia Bennett
John Skinner
David Lamb
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Bicentenary News
Our Bicentenary celebrations come to an end on
Sunday 13th December, when we will dedicate and
bury the time capsule at the 11am service. This is
to be opened on some future anniversary to give
the people of the church then some idea of what
church life was like in 2015.
Its burial spot will be well marked so that it can be found – we are still
looking for the capsule buried when the church was built, which sounded
quite interesting from the 1815 description of its contents!
After the 11am service there will be a congregational lunch in the halls
followed by Calum playing a piano suite “Partridge Pie” by Richard Rodney
Bennett followed by a short Christmas sing-along. Don’t miss this last
event in what has been a busy, but enjoyable, celebration of an important
anniversary. Ruth Davies

The Third Belgian Soldier

While researching material for last month’s story about two Belgian soldiers
who died and were buried in Edinburgh’s Mount Vernon Catholic Cemetery, I
checked all 26 Edinburgh cemeteries in use at this time and found only one
other Belgian soldier; Major Georges Edouard Le Marinel who had retired on I
believe health grounds before the outbreak of war on 4th August 1914.
He was born in Long Grove, Scott County, Iowa, U.S.A. on 29th June 1860, and
his parents were Amadee Le Marinel and Honorine Guillot. I checked out the history of Iowa, which was part of the French Colony of Louisiana, until Napoleon
who was running out of cash after 10 years war, sold the colony to the U.S.A. in
1803, an area of 827,000 Square Miles for $15 Million. In 1846, Iowa was
granted statehood.
At some point Georges moved to Belgium, living at 1 Avenue Volubiles,
Watermaal, and joined the Belgian army rising to the rank of Major. He was
retired, and we next hear from him in October 1914, living at 6 Trinity Road,
Leith, very close to Craigleith Military Hospital where the other two soldiers
were lying wounded. I believe that he was sent as an interpreter with the men
who both died in early November and were buried in a single grave at Mount
Vernon. Georges died on 20th November following a heart attack, aged 54, at 6
Trinity Road, and was buried in plot U204 of Warriston Cemetery, having predeceased his wife Leonie Barbier. The headstone which is fallen and broken reads
“Georges Le Marinel, Major Du Genie de L’armee Belge, 20/11/1914 aged 54”. If
any reader has any information please contact me.
John Rennie johnrennie1@blueyonder.co.uk

Neighbourhood Scheme
If you need help with shopping or small jobs, please contact Morag
on 664 1458, who will try to find someone to help
Page
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SEECAT Events
The full programme for South East Edinburgh Churches for
the year up to summer 2016 is on a buff-coloured card,
available for anyone interested from the Welcome Desks in
church or the hall’s entrance.
Events coming up in December and January are:
> Carol Singing
We sing carols to shoppers on two occasions this year:
at Cameron Toll Shopping Centre (upstairs in the centre mall) on
th
from 6.30pm to 7.30pm
th
from
and at Morrisons in Gilmerton Road on
12 noon to 1pm —
> Christian Unity Week
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is usually held across Britain and
Ireland between 18th and 25th January, and our dates are:
th
2pm at St. Barnabas’ Church, 4 Moredun Park View
th
7pm at Liberton Northfield Church, Gilmerton Road
th
2pm, run by KLM (venue will be announced later)
st
7pm at St. Catherine’s Church, Gracemount Drive
The Monday to Wednesday services last about half an hour. The Thursday
service (the main get-together) will be a little longer and is followed by
refreshments. If you can’t go to the services, please pick up a yellow prayer
card from the Welcome Desks in January and follow the scripture readings and
prayers for the week at home. The theme for the week is “Salt of the Earth”.
Ruth Davies (tel. 664 3608)

Messy Church

The first Messy Church of the new year will be held on
Saturday 30th January, from 4pm to 6pm in the Kirk Centre.
If you know any young families who don’t come to church
on Sundays and who might perhaps find Saturday teatime
easier to manage, please let them know about Messy Church.
There will be flyers on the Welcome Desks in the new year
with January to June dates.
(Messy Church
logo © BRF2012)
Would you like to help at Messy Church?
Please get in touch if so and arrange to come along and join in
one month before making any commitment. Ruth Davies (tel. 664 3608)

S.E. Edinburgh Foodbank
Many thanks to all who continue to contribute in the Boxes in the Offering
House. Special current requests are – Steam Puddings, Mashed Potatoes,
Tomato Sauce and Orange Juice.
For special uplift please contact – David Lamb, tel. 0131 664 3059
December 2015

January 2016
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Scotland minister

The Rev Colin Dempster explores the religious roots
of the well-known Christmas song.
The work of the charity
ALTERnativity in offering a different Christmas.
An Advent-themed story from
poet and author Kenneth Steven
A Lanarkshire teenager’s work experience with a Church of

Jackie Macadam learns about the work of Glasgow City
Mission in dealing with the increasing numbers of asylum seekers, relating one
man’s harrowing journey from Africa to Scotland
Bruce Cannon relates the untold story of a
Church of Scotland chaplain 75 years on from his escape from a sinking ship
during World War 2.
Thomas Baldwin joins the walkers tackling Schiehallion,
the final event of Christian Aid Scotland’s 70th anniversary 70 Munros challenge.
In the final part of his reflections on the book of James,
the Rev Dr Martin Fair considers the power of prayer.
Jackie Macadam reports on a mural with a difference
at an Ayrshire church.
news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords – all for just £2.20.

RAD Ballet
ISTD Tap
and Modern
Quality teaching in small fun classes
Fun classes for all ages and abilities. Annual Show

Acrobatics

Musical Theatre
Street Dance
Adult Classes
Parent and Baby
Preschool Classes

See timetables, and enrol through the website

www.catsdanceschool.com
0787 626 7633
Page
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December 2015

January 2016
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JOHN CAMERON
BLACKSMITH - WELDER
FOR PERSONAL PROMPT SERVICE
WROUGHT IRON WORK
CAST IRON REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS
GATES AND RAILINGS
SECURITY GRILLS
WINDOW BARS
41 BLACKFORD GLEN ROAD, EDINBURGH EH16 6TP
tel :0131 664 9101
e-mail : cameron.blacksmith@hotmail.co.uk

Page
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Julie Bell
FdA BA (Hons) BSc (Hons)

Key Piano Care
��
��
��
��

All aspects of piano care
Tuning, regulation and repair.
French Polishing
Evening and Weekend Appointments Available

Tel: 0131 663 6672 Mobile: 07840 703249
Email: info@keypianocare.co.uk
Address: 34 Woodburn Street, Dalkeith. EH22 2EN

Need a small electrical job done?
Extra socket required?
Light switch moved?
No job too small!
Contact Harry Johnson on:

07932 603968

December 2015

January 2016
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9-30 to 2pm
Tea, Cappuccino, Latte. Bacon Rolls, Toasties, Homemade
Soup, Scones, Sandwiches, Tray Bakes.
Hot Lunch dish served from 12 to 2pm
Gluten free range available
from 5-30 to 8-30 pm for Hot drinks
from 6pm to 9pm pm for Hot drinks

G & M Decorators
At your service . . . . .
Local, friendly, honest reliable decorator that
you can trust. 30 years experience. Interior
and exterior work. All fully insured.
Free Estimates. No job too big or small.
Call Graham 07976416651 or 0131 672 2251

Page
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Alan Johnstone Plumbing & Heating
*
*
*
*

Central Heating systems * Boiler Change over
Bathroom Installation
* Kitchen Appliances
Fires * Servicing of all Gas heating & Appliances
Any leaks and General plumbing repairs . . . . .
FREE ESTIMATES
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL-OUT SERVICE

33 Liberton Gardens, Edinburgh, EH16 6JU
Tel: 0131 258 3534
Mobile: 07866 632234
Email: aj.plumbing@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.alanjohnstone.net

Toddler Groups in
LIBERTON KIRK
HALLS
Tuesday Group
1.30-3.30pm
Wednesday Group
10.00am–12 noon
For more information,
contact Linda Wright
07850411596 or the
Church office on 664 8264
December 2015

January 2016
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YOUR NEW GARDEN MAINTENANCE COMPANY

Contact John Gallagher for a free estimate
- Today On 07828 874 603 or 0131 477 6973
With over 40 years greenkeeping and landscaping
experience, I can bring a wealth of knowledge
and high quality workmanship to all your garden
maintenance needs
Page
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Lawn Maintenance
Paths
Turfing
Borders
Tree cutting / Pruning
Fences
Hedge Trimming
Slabbing
Decking & Patios
Planting
Grass Cutting
Snow Clearing
Garden Tidy ups
Bark & Chip spreading
Leaf Clearing
Weed control
Garden Makeovers
Strimming
Landscaping

Liberton Kirk Magazine No.643

Websites
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��

Liberton Kirk

www.libertonkirk.net

Church of Scotland
Bethany
Bethany Christmas Trees
Fresh Start
Healing Rooms
Mission Aviation Fellowship
City Council
What’s on in Edinburgh
Edinburgh Leisure
Scottish Executive
Train times
Bus times
Bus tracker (city bus times)
or, from your mobile . .
Airport arrivals
Weather information
Road traffic information

www.churchofscotland.org.uk
www.bethanychristiantrust.com
www.caringchristmastrees,com
www.freshstartweb.org.uk
www.healingrooms-scotland.com
www.maf-uk.org
www.edinburgh.gov.uk
eventsedinburgh.org.uk
www.edinburghleisure.co.uk
www.scotland.gov.uk
www.nationalrail.co.uk
lothianbuses.com
www.mybustracker.co.uk
mobile.bustracker.co.uk
www.edinburghairport.com
www.metcheck.com/V40/UK/HOME
www.trafficscotland.org

More useful numbers
BT Faults
0800 800 151
Virgin Media faults
0845 454 1111
(151 from a Virgin landline)
Electricity - power loss
0845 2727 999
Gas Emergency
0800 111 999
Scottish Water
0845 600 88 55
Police . . .
. . . non-emergency calls > > >
Police HQ
0131 311 3131
Royal Infirmary (all depts)
Sick Children’s Hospital
NHS24 - free number

0131 536 1000
0131 536 0000
>>>

Edinburgh City Council
Clarence (Road Faults)
Council Special Uplift
Council House Repairs
Scottish Government

0131 200 2323
0800 23 23 23
0131 529 3030
0131 200 2345
0131 556 8400

First Edinburgh - Buses
Lothian Buses
Train Times / Enquiries

08708 72 72 71
0131 555 6363
08457 48 49 50

December 2015

January 2016

Editors note
The next magazine will be
the February edition,
published on
31st January 2016
I take this opportunity to
whish all readers
a Happy Christmas
and a good New Year
Material for the
issue, should be in my hands
The deadline for the March 2016
magazine is
Sunday 14th February
Information can be left in my
box in the Offering House, or sent
to me at 8 Fairmile Avenue, phone
477 9156. email to
@blueyonder.co.uk
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Change of Address
If you have moved house recently, or are about to move, please fill in
the address slip below and either hand it to your elder, or mail it to the
Roll Keeper, Gary Ross, Liberton Kirk Office, 30 Kirkgate, Edinburgh, EH16 6RY
Thanks very much
Name (s)
OLD Address

NEW Address
NEW Telephone
Moving date

November crossword

Don’t forget our A4 size colour calendar,
with photos of some of our anniversary
year events - it makes a great souvenir.
Price only £5 (including envelope)
Available in the Church and Kirk Centre, or
from the Editor.

Please note that the inclusion of an advertisement in the Magazine does not imply a
recommendation - they are provided for
information only. Contacts made with
advertisers are done at your own risk and no
liability will be accepted by Liberton Kirk.
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Liberton Kirk - names and addresses
Minister: Rev JOHN N YOUNG, PhD MA BD(Hons), Liberton Manse, 7 Kirk Park,
EH16 6HZ. Tel 664 3067. email: JYoung@churchofscotland.org.uk
Reader: Ruth Davies, 4 Hawkhead Grove, EH16 6LS. Tel 664 3608.
email: r.davies335@btinternet.com
Pastoral Support Worker: Ray Bain, 43 Hawthornvale, Newhaven,
Tel 477 4785, Mobile 07982 241 598
Youth Worker: Kenny McCartney, Tel 07505497454,
email: kgmccartney@gmail.com
Session Clerk: Christopher Brandie, 1F1 20 West Savile Terrace, EH9 3EA
Tel 668 1850, email: chris.brandie@blueyonder.co.uk
Deputy Session Clerk: Rink Van Dijke, 21 Kirk Park, EH16 6HZ,
Tel 664 2178, email: rink@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Judy Weston, 28 Longformacus Rd, EH16 6SE. tel 664 5684.
Freewill Offering and Deed of Covenant Treasurer: E J Brown, 14
Liberton Drive, EH16 6NN. Tel 664 5008
Editor of the Magazine: John Gill, 8 Fairmile Avenue, EH10 6RN,
Tel 477 9156, email: gillfairmile@blueyonder.co.uk
Organist: Calum Gubby, 19 North Gyle Terrace, EH12 8JT.
tel 07952 902 292. email: calumgubby@blueyonder.co.uk
Sunday Club Secretaries: John and Linda Skinner 12 Alnwickhill Terrace
Tel 258 2889
Church Officer: William Mearns, 30 Kirkgate, EH16 6RY, Tel 672 3576.
Convener of Visitors to the Elderly: Morag Fowlie, 7 Gilmerton Station Road,
EH17 8RZ, Tel. 664 1458
Hall Secretary and Church Secretary: Jacqui Tait, Church Office, Kirk Centre,
Kirkgate, EH16 6RY. Tel 664 8264. email: jacqui.tait1@btinternet.com
Please note that there is a letterbox at the Office door, if Jacqui is unavailable

Hours of Services : 9-30am, 11am & 6-30pm

Services are recorded from time to time for distribution to the housebound.
It may be possible to record a service on a one-off basis. Please contact
John Young or Ruth Davies if you have a special request.
The Minister is usually available in the McDonald Room at the Kirk Centre,
on Wednesday evenings between 7pm and 8pm.
Appointments can be made by telephone to see him at other times,
available through the day on Mondays.
but please note that he is
Liberton Kirk Magazine is also available (with colour content) on the Kirk Website
www.libertonkirk.net.
The current issue is shown at the foot of the Home Page, and previous issues can
be viewed by clicking on “Media” and following the link. ED
December 2015 January 2016
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Welcome December . . and
It is the last of the four; but it contains truths
not contained by Matthew, Mark or Luke.
The Word, the I Am sayings, and the
Passover teachings for starters.
It is a wonderfully rich book, and will be
our focus through the month.
However it is the final part of our daily devotions through 2015.
As part of the church’s bi-centenary celebrations, the monthly Bible readings
have been taking a different slant. The church here at Liberton owes much to
and we have been borrowing
the
from that as we pilgrimaged together through 2015.
The Celtic brand of Christianity has emphasis on monastery and mission,
obedience to the Spirit’s prompting and a real sense of maintaining a continual
devotion in daily living. Hence the importance of remembering Jesus and keeping
in step with God the Spirit. However we are all prone to wander and disappoint
Father God – therefore we need to ‘read the Bible and pray every day,
and you’ll grow, grow, grow’ as the old chorus reminds us!
For this reason we have been encouraging each other to start, improve or
continue a daily devotion with the Lord and His Word.
As well as
(see the middle pages insert) to
help us focus on the Bible passages, with relevant thoughts and prayers,
there is
available on
and on
to enable us to take time in the morning, at midday and in the evening
to celebrate, listen, pray and respond.
With a few changes, the outline will continue for morning, midday and evening
devotional times and in 2016 we will be starting at the very beginning in Genesis,
then travelling through Psalm 119 and amongst others meeting the church at
Colossae, the growing church at Thessalonica, young Timothy, and listening
to Peter . . . before moving on to something new together!
We have gathered travellers with us during 2015 from churches in Peebles,
Corstorphine & Coatbridge amongst others– will you travel with us in 2016?

Alastair Cameron

Web Address www.libertonkirk.net
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